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I was moving out of m
apaciment in Breoklyn, so T
called the landlord to see obout
gomeone else TakKing ovec the lease.
Within an ‘nauu!', obout five
different Hasidic brokers were
calling me, all wanting To be the
one to Show ¥he d?ﬂ\t‘*m:h’h

The Chosen

The ficst beoker Yo come oy
I 4id not like ot all. He brushed
(‘ftj‘n'i' past me, charged into all
the reams ond demanded T give
him & copy of the Keys so he
could show the apactment
whenever he wanted.

The second broker howeves,
was different. He introduced
himseld (Toseph), and politely
asked if he could see tach room,

H o ook T'm

o /’JH

No.

Thank you.
Se what is it
That you de

Gar work T

Arie|] Schrag 0%

o\, Vedy
nice, Thats

+he cover For

yer

Tewish 7

The lagt time T'd been asked .
¥nis question was by the Hasidig
broker wha first rented the
a?mﬁ-men*r Yo me and my sister
At that pc:ii\"d'J che answeled forus,

Well our dad is Tewish
and our vom isn't, but we
celebrafe HanukKah and
Passover, 50—

%em

T liked Joseph. And T wanted
him To Vike me. So ¥his fime

T answefed:

As he inspected the vest of the
opartment T Yealized how
*Yewish' X nc‘rumﬂy seemed.
Almost all my stuff was chkgd
vp in bexes, butr for some random

Ceason two of the only items lef+
out wefe :

3

1.A Menorahn (FYI'- it was Tu\y)

praviifoll

Y

|

2. A F-month-old HanukKah
gfeeﬁnﬂ card

Over the next week, TJoseph
showed the apactment several
¥imes, T gave him a set of Keys,
but e always called veforehand.

Norma’l‘.y, neither of these would i

“Yrove been visible under the usval
felutter of S+u{"{:, but T x'snot‘gd

this fact as ™y whole \nody
tingled with the narcotic Qgel.'ng

of \oe\onsins. !

Tis is Aciel,
Shes o wonderful &
ofkist. ‘::'
\4
il

1‘5"'ﬁ Hi Ariel,
r "}' i¥s Jeseph. -
Tl Hope youre well.

Tost wanted to See
it T could Show the

(ceoy

wnday. Shabbat
f

One day, my friend Mandy came
over and I +old her all about the
Menerah and the HanukKahn card and
how much Toseph loved me for being
Tewish,

hnd \jou're
not even teal),

Tewish ! J
¢

Awhile \ater she came out of
Yhe Yathroom, \aua\ning.

Se Aﬁei,
nice
foothbiush.
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®
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you just
REALLY want to
%gt s avo.("\'mmf
cented, dont
you?

Shalom.
I had completely *?orgo‘ﬁe.n ovout
the ridiculous Toethbrush my
giflfriend had bought me and
was horrified that Joseph had
seen it. Did e think T'4 PURPOSELY
PLANTED +hesc items in the apactment
+o TRICK him into \iKing me? The
Yoothbrush's absurdity seemed
proof ¥hat T WASN'T REALLY
TJEW!ISH. Had Josephs image
of me been shattered ?

'fne apartment hod been tented.

. But ne matter w\\n‘\', for at least

T nevec did find out. The next
day, Joseph left a message ok

1 couldnt help but notice that he
id nof say, " Shalom.”

fhose two weeks, T had een one

of The Chesen,
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Graphic novelist Ariel Schrag brings her multi-media schtick to Toronto By Stephen Baldwin

riel Schrag was an imagin-
Aative California kid who

was into art and comics
before most of her schoolmates
learned how to multiply. Only it
isn’t her wild imagination that’s
helped garner her success — it’s
her raw, unchecked portrayal of
adolescence.

In her first four autobiograph-
ical graphic novels (Awkward,
Definition, Potential and Like-
wise), Schrag covers the obses-
sions, sex, struggles and loves of a
confused Jewish lesbian through-
out high school in Berkeley, Calif.

“I’ve never been a particularly

extroverted person,” Schrag says
in a telephone interview from
New York. “This was just some-
thing I had always wanted to do.”
Since high school, comics have
had a major impact on her work.
“I’'ve always loved the graphic
novelist’s ability to exaggerate de-
tails — that emphasis is definitely
an important part of my work,”
says Schrag, who had a particular
fondness for Calvin and Hobbes
and Uncle Scrooge growing up.
Along with her own novels,
the 31-year-old edited and con-
tributed to Stuck in the Middle
— 17 Comics from an Unpleasant

Age; co-writes an online comic
called Ariel and Kevin Invade
Everything with comedian/writer
Kevin Seccia; writes a column for
AfterEllen.com; and has a writing
gig with HBO’s How to Make it in
America. (She also wrote for the
third and fourth seasons of Show-
time’s The L Word.)

The high-profile TV work came
off the strength of her screenplay
for the upcoming adaptation of
Potential. “Ilike the group dynamic
of working on TV;,” Schrag says. “I
mean, it can be challenging, too,
but it’s fun to be able to write and
come up with story ideas with other

people.” Schrag also engages in live,
multi-media performances of her
work, featuring projection slides of
her comics along with voice-overs
and music. The shows were put to-
gether because she didn’t feel that
her novels alone were a sufficient
enough expression of her art.

“It annoyed me that authors
could do book readings, but I had
no live component to my work,”
says Schrag, who will present such
areading in Toronto on March 27.

But while she is an accomplished
cartoonist and performance artist
(she toured with the San Francisco-
based performance art collective

Sister Spit in 2009), Schrag still
considers herself a writer first.
“When you're a kid you're usual-
ly labelled as a talented artist first
because nobody really cares about
what you write at that age. I sort
of figured out that I could write on
my own, and then joined the two.”
I Animated with Ariel Schrag,
presented in association with
the exhibition Graphic Details:
Confessional Comics by Jewish
Women, comes to Toronto’s Glad-
stone Hotel on March 27 at 2 p.m.
Admission is free. For more infor-
mation, visit kofflerarts.org.
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